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there any regular periodical conferences between the Staffs
of the Triple Alliance Powers, with written protocols fixing
in detail the cooperation of their armies, as in the case of
the annual conferences between the French and Russian
Staffs from 1900 onwards.233 But in January, 1909, when
the Bosnian Crisis began to look alarming, Moltke and
Conrad, the Chiefs of Staff of the German and Austrian
armies did enter into a correspondence concerning possible
military cooperation.234 It was carried on with the knowl-
edge and approval of the civilian authorities of the two
countries, and was continued intermittently during the fol-
lowing years. It was also supplemented by personal meet-
ings between the two generals at visits during military
maneuvers and other occasions. One Austrian writer sees
in this correspondence a "military convention" which trans-
formed the* Austro-German Alliance from its originally de--
fensive character into an offensive agreement. He even
makes it the "key" to the whole question of responsibility
for the war,235 But nowhere did Moltke and Conrad, or
any other persons in authority, ever refer to this exchange
of views as a "military convention." On the contrary, it
was more in the nature of a general discussion of the politi-
cal situation, and an exchange of information as to the plan
of campaign which each intended to put into operation if
jvar should be declared by the civilian authorities. Conrad
was trying to persuade Moltke to make Germany's mobili-
zation plan provide for as many troops as possible against
Russia, so as to lessen the number which the Tsar would
have available against Austria. Moltke, in turn, wanted to
have Conrad plan to use few troops in Serbia, and send as
many as possible into Galicia against Russia, in order to
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